In humans all U3 genes map to chromosome 17p12-->p11, but in mouse the U3A and U3B genes are located on different chromosomes.
U3 small nucleolar RNA, which participates in eukaryotic rRNA processing, is encoded by a small multigene family in mammals. In humans, the four to six gene copies code for an identical U3 RNA molecule; rodents, however, have two variant forms of these genes, U3A and U3B. We show that all U3 genes in humans map to a single chromosomal locus, 17p12-->-p11, which corresponds exactly to the region of mouse Chromosome 11 where the four U3B genes are clustered. By contrast, in mouse the unique U3A gene copy is not linked to the U3B gene cluster but maps to another chromosome (the B2-B4 region of Chromosome 10).